The influence of various amino acids on the extrahepatic bile ducts in newborn mice--an experimental study.
Excess proline in adult animals is associated with extrahepatic biliary hyperplasia. Possible therapeutic application of this amino acid in biliary atresia was postulated. In order to test whether excess proline had an influence on the development of the extrahepatic bile ducts, pregnant mice were injected daily with various amino acids. One day and 1 week after delivery, the extrahepatic bile ducts of the newborn mice were studied and the number of epithelial cells per cross section was determined. Neither proline nor any other amino acid had an influence on the proliferation of extrahepatic bile ducts.